
Updated COVID-19 Policies for Weddings at St. Matthew Catholic Church 

(as of 9/24/2020) 
 

As we continue to navigate this unprecedented time in our Church and in our world we would 

like to send you this update to assist you in planning for your upcoming wedding at St. Matthew 

Catholic Church. 

 

Capacity Restrictions: We are limiting the number of guests in the Church to 100, this 

does not include any parish staff that may be on hand to assist.  

 

Mask Restrictions: All guests MUST wear a mask while inside.  This includes the 

Bridal Party/Groomsmen and the Bride and Groom until the 

exchange of vows. After the exchange of vows masks should be 

replaced.   

 

Currently, Champaign County is under a special ordinance which requires masks anytime a 

person is in public.  Businesses that fail to observe this ordinance are subject to large fines 

and risk being closed by the Health Department.  Should you or any member of your wedding 

refuse to abide by the mask wearing rules you run the risk of your wedding ceremony being 

cancelled.  If your ceremony is cancelled due to failure to comply you will not be refunded 

your $500.00 security deposit and you will have to make separate arrangements with the priest 

to re-schedule your wedding at a later date. (At this time we are scheduling wedding weekends 

well into 2021) 

 

Additional Considerations: 

 

Everyone (including the bridal party) must come dressed, the doors will open 30 minutes prior to 

the ceremony, and guests are encouraged to arrive promptly.  Upon their arrival, the Bridal Party 

and her parent(s) will wait in the cry room.  The Groom/Groomsmen and his parent(s) will wait 

in the Adoration Vestibule.  Guests will be seated according to current norms, by household, by 

our parish ushers.  Guests should be encouraged not to congregate in the parking lot or 

vestibule.  There will be no programs handed out at Church. 

 

The last thing before the procession of the Bridal Party will be the seating of the 

grandparents/parents (Wedding Coordinator will arrange this with Music Director for music and 

make sure everyone is in place observing current norms). 

 

Procession of the Bridal Party is limited to men coming from the side and going to their places 

and women coming down the aisle to their places only (distancing norms are to be observed, 

Wedding Coordinator will cover all this in the rehearsal). Instrumental music only. Ring bearer 

and Flower Girl are permitted, they must also wear masks.   

 

The Bride and Groom will kneel/sit in the center. Maid/Matron of Honor and Best Man will 

kneel at the communion rail next to them distanced appropriately.  The rest of the Bridal 

Party/Groomsmen will be seated in front pews (spaced as needed) and will remain there during 

the ceremony.  This maintains distancing norms and limits the overall time of the ceremony. 



 

Lectors will approach from the side one at a time, and can remove their mask to proclaim the 

Word of God, but then must return their mask to its place after they are finished.  The 

Responsorial Psalm will be read. 

 

There is no gifts procession, all gifts will be prepared on the credence table beforehand.  Server 

will be provided by the parish. 

 

At Communion the priest will receive and then distribute to the Bride and Groom only.   

 

The Marian Devotional (flowers to Mary) can still take place with instrumental music only. 

 

After the final blessing, the priest can announce the couple but should remind everyone just 

before the announcement that the only appropriate sign of approval is applause.  No cheering. 

 

The Bride and Groom will process out to the recessional (everyone else will stay in their place) 

they will go to the cry room to await everyone else receiving communion and exiting the 

Church.   

 

All other guests will receive communion after Mass and be dismissed by our parish ushers in 

order to maintain distancing norms. After receiving, they will immediately exit the Church via 

the corner doors.  They are encouraged to make their way to their vehicles and leave.  They 

should not congregate in the Parking Lot.  There will be no "Grand Exit" by the Bride and 

Groom. 

 

Once everyone is out photographs of the Bride and Groom only can take place for no more 

than 15 minutes. 

 

No extra flowers are allowed. Bouquets and boutonniere only, nothing that will be used to 

decorate the Church. 

 

Photographer(s) need to be told by the couple that there is no access to the 

balcony.  Photographers MUST wear a mask and should respect all social distancing guidelines 

while working. 

 

There will be an abbreviated rehearsal (30-40 minutes) held the evening before the ceremony at 

5:30pm.  (Wedding Coordinator and the priest can use this opportunity to reiterate some of the 

norms that will be asked of everyone and ask the Bridal Party to assist in example and to help 

spread the word) 

 


