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                                            MEETING MINUTES 
Committee: St. Matthew Parent Club 

Meeting Date: 12.5.17 
Present: Mrs. Biggs, Bobbie Jo (President), Joanna Yallaly (Vice President), Cheri Gorrell 

(Secretary), Mrs. Crawford, Mrs. Rossi, Mrs. Schuett, Mr. Richards, Mr. Gerdes, 
Mrs. Hendrickson, Mrs.Corapi 

 
Meeting Called to Order/Opening Prayer (Our Father) 
 
 
Discussion Items: 
 Introductions 

 
 Pastor’s Report 

o Father Rayson was not able to attend, and there was nothing new to report. 
 
 Principal’s Report 

o 8th grade Confirmation was this past weekend and the music was amazing.  A 
special thanks to the parents that helped out with the reception. 

o This past Sunday was the Advent program and it was beautiful as the 4th graders 
walked up with candles.  Then we had the band and choir concert.  It was a very 
spiritual weekend. 

o Girl’s basketball; our 7th graders lost at sectionals and our 8th graders won both 
their regional and sectional championship games.  Volleyball is right around the 
corner.   

o She has given 4 tours recently for pre-k and kindergarten.   
o The open house went great.  Fifteen prospective families attended; mostly 

interested in pre-k and kindergarten.  There was one family that was interested in 
7th grade and is possibly starting in January. 

o Currently we have 411 families and we would like to get up to 425. 
o There is a new Invest in Kids Act that will be going into effect on 1/1/18 which will 

provide a tax credit for private schools.  There will be a meeting on 12/11 to 
discuss this act so be on the lookout for information in the bulletin and an email 
should be coming out.  
 With this Act individuals can make donations to the school, scholarships can 

be created for the school and this is also for tuition assistance.  Something 
will be sent out on how to receive this assistance in January. 

o Mrs. Biggs thanked the Parent Club for the TV that is now above the school office.   
 
 President’s Report 

o November’s meeting minutes will be approved via email. 
o The Panera fundraiser is this evening from 4-8 and you will need a flyer. 
o We have raised $493.40 from the Portillo’s fundraiser and $307.80 from Prep 

Freeze Cook.   
o We had another successful book fair.  It is more economical to take the scholastic 

dollars so we purchased new level reader books for kindergarten and 1st grade.   
o Our next Parent Club meeting is scheduled for January 9th at 4 PM.   
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 Concussion Safety Presentation – Tece Hendrickson 
o Tece and her husband served as the Parent Club President’s 7-8 years ago. 
o Her son Ryan who is in 7th grade suffered a concussion at the basketball game last 

week. 
o Ryan has gone to sports medicine and they will follow Ryan, and she brought in a 

flyer. 
o She would like a link out on our school website, possibly under Athletics’, that 

references Carle’s publication on concussions.  It explains what can go wrong as it 
can be damaging. 

o It was mentioned that FIFA has the official site on concussions and that we could 
possibly reference this site. 

o This should be discussed at the sports parent nights for each sport, added to our 
handbook and discussed at parent night at the beginning of school. 

o Tece asked that each coach, for every sport, have a 1st Aid kit on hand, especially 
at the away events.  This should include ice packs. 

o Mrs. Crawford mentioned that there is a Diocesan video for all coaches on 
concussion.  All teachers are trained for CPR as well as the Athletic Director (AD).  

o There is an injury tracking report that goes to the AD and then sent to the Diocese.   
 
 Drama Club – Mr. Gerdes 

o A script has been chosen for the play; “Who Poisoned His Meatball?” 
 The scene is an Italian restaurant where Luigi’s meatball has been 

poisoned, and it will get the audience involved.   
o The tentative dates for the play are the following: 

 Wednesday, May 2nd – 7:00 PM 
 Thursday, May 3rd – 7:00 PM 
 Saturday, May 5th – 1:00 PM and 7:00 PM 

o There was some discussion around these dates as that is the weekend for First 
Communion and the 8th grade trip is schedule for May 2nd.  Other events that we 
need to keep in mind are Track, band competition, Scholastic Bowl.  Spring is a 
busy time of year, so more to come on these dates. 

o Mr. Gerdes would like to save his proceeds for a new sound system as the current 
one is starting to fail.  They past few years he has rented one for the performance 
that was paid by a parent.  A new sound system would cost around $10,000. 

 
 Technology Presentation – Mr. Richards and Mrs. Biggs 

o Mr. Richards has put a lot of time into creating a Technology plan.   
 He started off by completing an inventory of what our school has, which we 

haven’t had in the past.  We have 418 items. 
 He would like to establish a Technology Committee where they could 

institute the following: 
• Budget 
• Prioritizing Items 
• Long Term Initiatives 
• Complete all of this in an Catholic environment 

 He provided us with a lot of good information to think about: 
• Smartboards vs. TV’s 

o Smartboards are move productive for the K-4 grades, but the 
later grades could move to the TV’s.  The later grades use 
them for note taking, teacher presentations, viewing 
websites, etc. The younger grades use them for solving 
problem on the promethean board. 

• Chrome Books 
o The minimum cost of Chromebooks is roughly $315 for over 4 

years.  We are using them more and more in the upper 
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grades.  Our students are using these for Google Apps (Docs, 
Slides, Forms, and Classroom), research, collaboration, e-
textbooks, videos, etc.   

o Our students could use these in every subject. 
o It would be nice for each child to have their own and not 

have to share with other students. 
• STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Mathematics) 

o This is a national program and Mr. Richards is certified.   
o The most expensive part of this program is the computer fees 

and the materials. 
o Urbana got theirs up and going and received some money 

through a grant.  The start-up costs are around $40,000 with 
the annual cost of $5,000 - $10,000 depending on the 
materials needed and the computer maintenance. 

o This program offers many things such as coding, design and 
modeling, robotics, AR/VR, gamification, multimedia editing, 
maker space (consumables) and engineering design process.  

• There have been discussion on replacing our hard textbooks and 
using textbooks online.   

o Purchasing the physical books are hard to keep current. 
o For example a hard text book is $90 and an e-text book 

(online) is only $20. 
o The book fee hasn’t increased in years, however it may 

increase next year with an explanation as to why. 
• Next steps: 

o Establish a Technology Committee 
o Need long term initiatives. 
o We need to be competitive with other schools with 

technology. 
 
 Treasurer’s Report 

o TJ wasn’t able to attend. 
o We did purchase the TV for above the entry of the school office, light tables (one 

for pre-K and one for Mrs. Rossi’s room) and Picasso tiles. 
o Used uniforms brought in $981 
o There is no more inventory for Scrip as of this past Friday. 

 
 New Business 

o Mardi Gras 
 We will have drawings for $3000, $1000, 500 and an early bird drawing for 

$500, AND there other items for the big raffle this year that include 
Cubs/Card tickets, Y family membership, and a membership to Indian 
Acres.  More to come on this. 

 There should be little cost for this event as the committee has been hard at 
work obtaining sponsorships. 

 Ice cream is being donated by Niemen’s along with the water and pop.  Ice 
cream will be sold for 1 scoop for $3 and 2 scoops for $5.  When a wrist 
band ($10) is purchased it will include 1 scoop of ice cream.  Children 2 and 
under will be free. 

 There will also be a bake sale and a wine pull. 
 The older kids, grades 6-8, will not have a dance this evening, however it 

may be scheduled for another evening.  This will allow for the 8th graders to 
obtain service hours if they wish. 

 There will be two sign-ups; one for the 8th graders and then one for the 
parents.   
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o First Aid Kits 
 It was proposed from our earlier discussion that parent club purchase first 

aid kits, along with a box of ice packs.  These will be shared between 
sports, but each active coach should have one at all times. This was 
approved. 
 

Closed Meeting with Hail Mary 
 

 
Key Dates: 
 

1/9 Parent Club Meeting @ 4:00 PM 
2/10/18 Mardi Gras 

 
 

 


